U.S. Department of Justice 



MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 20535 

April 28, 2017 


FOlPA Request No.: 1371717-000 
Subject: OLSON, FRANK 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 8 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOlPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. 

For your information. Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.Qov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOlPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://foiaonline.reQulations.Qov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOlPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be 
easily identified. 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oais@nara.qov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaQuestions@ic.fbi.qov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOlPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 








EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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This is to advise of the results of a search of 
FBIHQ files and references regarding the captioned individual. 

The "New York Txmes" 7/11/75 edition contains an 
article concerning captioned^ who has been identified as the 

1 indi vidual described in the Rockefeller Commission Report _ 

as at j ^ 

and who subsequently jumped to his death from a New York hotel 
on 11/28/53. The article further reports that the Detective , 
who investigated the apparent suicide contacted SA George M, ^ 
Dalen of our New York Office (NYO) in view of Olson's "'i 

"important positions'*with the U, S. Government. ^5 

Our files reveal in 1953, Mr. Olson was a civilian 
researcher in biological warfare at Fort Detrick, Maryland, 
According to the "New York Times" article, in a report on 
Mr. Olson's death, New York Police Detective James W, Ward 
said that "due to the xmportant positions held by the 
deceased and Lashbrook (who accompanied Olson to the 
Statler Hotel) with the U. S, Government, the facts of this 
case were related to FBI Agent George Dalen by telephone. 
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Memorandum to Mr. W, R. Wannall 
RE: FRANK R. OLSON 


Review of the 
through December, 1953, w 
to Mr. Olsondeath , or^ 
[with SA 
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October b7D 
reference 


reported contact 


Review of FBIHQ files and references concerning 
captioned subject, and.variatinns nf subject’s name, resulted 
in nothing relative to| {reported contact or 

Mr. Olson's death. 


nf FRIHQ anrt rf>f nonf>f>-pni ng 


New York City with Mr. Olson on 11/24/53 and who was also 
attached to the Fort Detrick f acility), was nega tive as 
concerns Mr, 01saiila__death, or | | reported 

contact with SA j j 

New York teletype 7/11/75 (copy attached) details 
check of NYO files regarding subject, gnH oy-t-ont n-F 

inquiry conc erning reported contact of j _{with 

I York flies contaia no information identifiable 

with Olson 

Attached for information is copy of "New York Times" 
article of 7/11/75. 
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Dep. AD.Adm _ 
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■chemist who, like Mr. 
wolfed fw the Defeftse 
of the War Departm^ 

They aeani visited the doc* 
and ^ a r^t of 

.««•! 

sirf'l 

is I 


Sr josmi B. imEAs 

A eiyfitjK& smmf&st had 
imwittinsiy participated in a 
■CwtnJ int^^ence A^mcyl , 

ssuatrs.K 

:af.«3.‘£la- 

f^'tha^Statlw airteT^ fieluslons." Detective'Ward 
.mid-Maijw^n 23 year* ago.f r'”^* 

[aworfink to ft police report of ^ was at ttotpoint—a{^- 
the inc{«^ lently sometime during the 

The report said that the 27th—that arrariMments were 
scientist, Frank It Oftoo, a [made tor Mr Olson to enter 


S ml civilian r^rchw ta nZ/fhrr 

••I liHirfiim FaW* LOOgd Ulld6r th6 SU* 

day* in the city underg^g » *• 

PQ^ditatiic anahnis ihuaed]* L. evening, Detective, . 

atefybSweWs d^ «dtlSt *^^*^*4 u .i 

__ ^ ___«._ ... rMr. T^chhl>Mlr ha/l .a 


icd that the caus^"Tjff—• 
death was “multiple fract¬ 
ures.^* ' 

Detective Ward said in tas 
report that “due to the fen- 
portsfit positions held by the 
deceased and Lashbrook vnth 
«ie U.S. Opyenunent. facts 
of this case wert reidtdd to 
F.BI. Agent George DaJeft by 
teleiAone.” The detective made 
no menfion ef^^e 'C.IiA. md 
efforts to reach him y^etday 
were unsuccessrfuJ. ^ 

Dr Abramson began working 
ith LSD In 1951, two gears 
fore Mr. 01son* s soi dd^and 

years b^Ore Sandoz niL-j 
ticals began dlstnbutiag, 
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yesterday that Dr Abramson 
■would not comment about the 
Olstm cate or his early work 
•with LSD. 

In 195^ Dr Abramson told 
a sclentifk meeting on 
th^ at Qte oi^tset many of hiS' 
colfeftimes c^iposed his 
wifi the dr^, 
as I “a se$ of 
Dmcufa “ 


lowiy more ms oeaui ajia wmi "uC"'7’ L'‘j American reteftfch- 

atratwemwite had ben raadel??^' U«)^k had dinner ml «rs , 

'for entert^Oieatimtlj® o^the SUtterj'Jh^ doctor’s secret^jaid 

,Lodj^ sanitarium in RUNk-iSSSl 
IviST idd. am^unately 9-30 

Mr. Ofecm’s w^, Alice, andf^ibout an hmlr 
their three children said in an! * 

interview with The New YQrkiP&*^r^2nSf”urSSrf®^?a 
Tiroes pn Wedne«lay that theylMJ^45S?Sf!2^ 

Sc.tVMr'o/L'K 

d<»,rf U« CM. m» iSwwl, tta 

wak i^ In ilia bed ah 


a linear a^ ^ogiam 

»"uS«d Detecuvei 

At amevra coi^erftnee in thef^te*) teamed that CBson Iwdi 
backyard erf the Qlfton Irome In I Jumped out of the window,” the 
Frederick, &fd., yeitta^, tbifdetBCtiye reported, 
family repeated ite tatentionaj Defective Ward said that 
to sue the C.I.A. several,was based on mfoitea- 
mHlion dollars for the "wrong- «*ven to him by Mr Lash- 
m death" of their father and brook but that he bad verifl^ 
hustand. facte in interviews with 

Mtotding to the police re- Ruwet and Dr. Abram- 

port written by Detective James ®°i': 

k Ward, who retired in 197©. ^he detective s accent, how- 
Mr. Wson had emne to New ^ds with a de- 

York on Nov 24. 1953 with (Scriptiofl (rf the death given 
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BCROWXCK (LASXj^ 

The Washington Post_ 


_ Olson was examined 

twice by Dr Harold Abramson 
a i^ysiclan who had offices at 
133 £. 58th Street and whO| 
had been one of the first Amer¬ 
icans to study the effects on 
teopte of the powerful mrod- 
iltermg drug L$0, the report 
jaid. Then Mir. Olson and 
tokroet Itowet, returned to, 
Washington bn the morning of 
iJov 26 . 


Wednesday in a statement by 
the Olson family m which they 


York on Nov 24. 1953 with 
Cbl. Vincent Ruwet, who* was 

also attached to Fort Detrick, i—r.'---:- .*:— 

and checked into the St^kLlw Olson’s widow was 
Hotel. I that her husband’s 

Mr.’ 


escort was awakened about 
130 A.M. to see Olson going at 
a full run toward the win¬ 
dow. He said he saw Olson go 
through both the ’closed win¬ 
dow and a drawn shade." 

Reached yesterday, Colonel 
Ruwet refu^ to comment on 
the death sayli^ "I'm seeking 
teg»] counsel, n(rf because I’ve 
done anything wrong but I’ve 
,got to know where I standj 


Washington Star-News 
Daily News (New York) 

The New York Times 

The Wall Street Journal_ 

The National Observer_ 

The Lob Angeles Times_ 


Date 
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’■Rumors were brought to m« v . , 

of sujckI** cai^ bvLSD h* mcreaamgiy appreheu 

-JBhA t^ft 


knowing k 

was rapeatedm Afferent ace^ ^ 

dotes for several yeafs account stimulated D}-. 

He did not say that he had Sidney Cohen, peychopharmg- 
peraonal knowledge of anyone *^*8^*^ at the University 4f 
who had committed suicide foJ- California m Los Angeles, to 
(owing LSD but he conceded 

that ’^extremely vwlent !««:. Patients be tolg that they we* 
tions do occur under LSD" and ® potent drug that cou® 
Advised that large doses should psychotic-like reactions^ 
be giveR only if a hospital Is' Dr .Cohen lulled a ca* 
neft^y tin which a wVman had bee^ 

Dr Abramson, who worked 

with the drug for more than a '**'*o™« Immedlalely thereaft^ 
decade, j was particularly inter- she had no awareness 

«st6d l^rti potentM for un-K *he was becoming 
rayelHig tbifoselble biochemi- Psyohotic. 
cal bases for mental illnesses Interview yesterday, 

Prior to h»8 LSD studies, which ^ 0»ben said that a auicidal 
ilnttially involved persons hel c«n result from LSD 

isaw in his private practice as a “things elim^e msidd 

Ivsyehiatnist Dr Abramson had' ^ p«»9Q tbml* 

been a psychological consultant he is going mag oi? wh<» some 
for the United States Depart- unconscious i\ 

ment of the Army. covered that la wnriBly dre» 

TTic doctor told the 1958 causes the raon ■ 

meeUng that he himself cxperi- up " In a aenap, LSD c9 
enced an adverse reaction 

[owing imwittmg exposure to m the mm w VM 

LSD, which he may have acci- terrifying haliucS 

^ntalJy inhaled or absorbed tK»s. •jA 

through the akin while conduct- i ^^lAbrai^n. who was bA 
mg an experiment on snails aAt'stanli medidH 

Suffering from the start of a' Caldnibla UJuveiwty. is'lB 
cold,yhe doctor related "1 be-f ^u^hor of iiHMe than 200 ctJ 
gai^o fantasy that I had a f«slQiral pul^ka^dia. u)(|b 
vi^ encephalitis I decided 1 ^‘*8 « book on the ufe of iM 
goi ng to die " He said he »“ psychotherapy and alcofls 

Much of the LSD rcsedlS 
done by him and others In the 
nineteen-flfttes 'was ^asoned 
bv the Josiah Macy 3 t . Foun¬ 
dation. Many who coi^^ted 
LSD research wer^ ftsimte^ 
to do SO-by the eari^Jflodinm 
of Dr Abramsmi. ‘ 

The doctor current^ main¬ 
tains prectioda - in Maahatt^ 
and on Long Island and le^ 
consulting research psychia¬ 
trist at State Hosj^tal in 
tral- Islip and director of ri^' 
’«»atorch at South Oalor 
tiro 'llajiipiui 
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TO DIHEprOR 
PROM ADiC NEW YORK (66-74 79) 

ATT i INTO 

attjexternal affairs division 
frank R. OLSON, deceased EMPLOYEE OF U.S. D 
NOVEi*BER 1953; 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

RE BUREAU TELCALL TO NEW YORK JULY 1 1, 1975 AND NEW YORK 
TELCALLS TO BUREAU. 

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS NEWSPAPER A® NEW YORK TIMES 
newspaper, both dated JULY 1 1 , 1975 , IN REPORTI® ALLEGED 
SUICIDE OF FRANK R. OLSON, SET FORTH IN ARTICLES THAT NYCPD 
REPORT FILED BY DECTECTIVE JAMES W. WARD I®ICAIED REPORT 
FORWARDED TO FBI. SPECIFICALLY, DAILY NEWS STATES THAT WARD 
FORWARDED INFORMATION TO FBI AGENT GEORGE DALEN. NEW YORK TIMES 
SPECIFICALLY STATES DETECTIVE WARD SET FORTH IN HIS REPORT THAT 
"DUE TO IMPORTANT POSITIONS HELD BY THE DECEASED AND LASHBROOK 
(ROBERT LASHBROOK, IDENTIFIED AS CONSULTANT CHEMIST FOR DEFENSE 
bureau OF WAR DEPARTMENT) WITH THt^'Jf.S. GOVERN^ENT , THE FACTS 
OF THIS CASE WERE RELATED TO FB^'aGENt’^I^I^RGE DALEJS^BY-TIKEFliotE" 
FILES OF NYO CONTAIN W IDENTIFIABLE INFORMaT^ION; j 

CONCERNING FRANK R. OLSON. ALL REFERENCES TO THIS NAME-AftE ' 
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NY 66-74 79 


PAGE TWO 

SUBSEQUENT TO NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT NOTING OLSON DECEASED 
NOVEMBER FIFTYTHREE. ONE REFERENCE DATED NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN 
DESTROYED. FILES AND COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION REQUESTED TO MAKE 
hea dquarters check. 

LISTED IN NYO RECORDS AS SPECIAL 
agent having entered on DUTY WITH BUREAU 



NEWS, WHO INDICATED THAT IN REVIEWING NYCPD REPORT CONCERNING 
OLSON'S SUICIDE, DETECTIVE SET FORTH THIS REPORT WAS SUPPLIED TO 
SA 


OF THE FBI. AT TIME OF CALL, 


WAS 


INFORMED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE LOGICAL FOR FBI TO CONDUCT AN 
INVESTIGATION INTO SUCH A MATTER DUE TO LACK OF JURISDICTION 
AND THE ONLY CONCEIVABLE ACTION THAT WOULD BE TAKEN WOULD HAVE 
BEEN TO FORWARD ANY SUCH REPORT, IF IN FACT RECEIVED , TO THE 
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PAGE THREE 

INTERESTED EMPLOYING AGENCY WHICH IN THIS INSTANCE WOULD 


HAVE BEEN THE U .S . 


department of army 



WAS ADVISED 


f 


HOWEVER I that A CHECK WOULD BE MADE AND HE WOULD BE FURTHER 



IS MENTIONED IN THE ABOVE NEWSPAPER ARTiaES. NYO INDICES 


contain NO REFERENCES TO THESE NAMES. 


NO FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN BY NYO. 


END 

SMD FBI HQ CLR 








